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Abstract

This research aims to define the Palestinian refugees right to social protection
and the international treaties and standards that state it. It also argues that the
fiscal deficit, budget cuts, and low access to funding have hindered UNRWA's
work and significantly impacted achieving effective social protection. The
research explores the effects of COVID-19 on worsening the hardship of
Palestinian refugees and preventing them from accessing services covered by

social protection.
First, results:

1. Many treaties and conventions give the Palestinian refugees their right
to effective and inclusive social protection.

2. UNRWA is under fiscal deficit, budget cuts, and low access, thus
jeopardizing Palestinian refugees' right to effective and inclusive social
protection.

3. The Corona pandemic and future pandemics will worsen the dire
humanitarian situation faced by Palestinian refugees in Palestine and

other host countries, especially with decreased donations for UNRWA.
Secondly, recommendations:

1. Making state contributions obligatory in the budget of UNRWA, and not
in the form of grants and donations. This will create financial stability
within the agency, which helps to continue providing and improving basic
services.

2. Follow up the warnings of scientists and doctors about epidemics and
what they recommend to deal with them; In order to contribute to
strengthening the continuity of the Palestinian refugee when global health

crises occur that affect vulnerable groups more than others
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I Attorney—General's Department, Right to health Public sector guidance sheet, available at Right to

health.

2 Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, International standards on the
right to physical and mental health Special Rapporteur on the right to health, available at International

standards on the right to physical and mental health.
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1 BBC, Coronavirus confirmed as pandemic by World Health Organization, 11 March 2020, available

at Coronavirus confirmed as pandemic by World Health Organization

2 Li YD, Chi WY, Su JH, Ferrall L, Hung CF, Wu TC, Coronavirus vaccine development: from SARS
and MERS to COVID-19, Journal of Biomedical Science, vol. 27 (1), p 104, December 2020, available
at ncbi.

3 National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases (U.S.). Division of Viral Diseases, Clinical
questions about COVID-19: questions and answers, available at CDC Stacks.
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International Monetary Fund Blog, 14 April 2020, available at IMF Blog.
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